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B8C BRIEFING 27 August 19.%

NEHRU STATEMNENT

8 On 22 August, India's Prime NMinister made unnusually sireng aitwck

on Communism n statement sppearing in Congress Party's offielnl

Econcmic Review,

A,

b.

E.

Condemoed Commupism's "suppression of individual freedom.’
Said "its unfortunate associntion with violence encourage

a certain evil tendency in human beings.”

»Communiem has definitely allied itself to an approach of
violence...1ts thought is violent and it does not seek to
change by persussion or pesssful, democratic pressures,
by coercion and indeed destruction and extermination.”
Because it depends on violence, "the idea which it placed
pefore the world became a tainted one.”

Communism "fails partly becanse of its rigidity but even sore

80 because it ignores certain essential needs of human nature.”

f1. HNehru's statements spparently reflect contimuing reassessment

foreign policy stimulated by:

A.

HEis "horror and frustration” at Nagy's execution.
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C. Recent Sino-Soviet attack on Tito snd withdrawal Seviet ail
from Yugoslavia,

D. Short life of “hundred flowers" experiment in Cemmunist Ciina,

Mehru statemonts do not mean abandonment of policy ¢f "non-

aligament .*

4. Probably do reflect, however, disillusiomment with sinceri:y
of post-Stalin Soviet campeign of peacefulmess acd liberaliwatior
on which Nehru had begun te pin hopes for world peace.

B. Probably also reflects Nehru's recognition of more constai:
pomition of West,

¢. Should lead Nehru to seek to moderate latest Simo-Soviet ‘iard
1ine"” and to display more sympathy with Westera caution {2
desling with Bloc,

Nehru mey also have been partly motivated by considerstion of

western response in yielding to pressure for publicstien these¢ notes

A. Pive cpeditor nations (US, UE, Cansda, ¥, Gersany, Japan) 20w
meeting in ftshington to consider ways helping India meet
foreign exchange demands of Second Five-Year Plan.
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